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June Schedule of Services: 
Saturday June 13 Torah Discussion on Zoom with Rabbi Gottesfeld  
(10 am) 
Friday June 26 Shabbat Service on Zoom with Rabbi Gottesfeld  
(7:30 pm) 
Saturday June 27 Torah Discussion on Zoom with Rabbi Gottesfeld  
(10 am) 
. 

Rabbi’s Message – Dov Gottesfeld 

 
Dov Gottesfeld 

This phrase gives three examples of the "unalienable 
rights" which the Declaration says have been given to 
all humans by their creator, and which governments 
are created to protect. 
 
Therefore, those individuals, and groups, who 
violated the laws or commandments given in the 
Torah, or in the American constitution needed to be 
“ejected” from society.  
 
This week’s Torah portion “Naso” – (Take a census…) 
gives us the answers to both questions above. 
 
Numbers chapter 5: 2-3, uses ailments as metaphors 
for “violent or law disobedience against society,” 
which promotes the action of removing those 
individuals or groups from society: 
 
Command the children of Israel to banish from the 
camp all those afflicted with tzara'ath or with a male 
discharge, and all those unclean through [contact 
with] the dead.       
 
Both male and female you shall banish; you shall 
send them outside the camp, and they not defile their 
camps, in which I dwell among them.     
 
Continued on Page 2 

Educational Activities: 
 
No activities scheduled until further notice due to 
COVID-19.  
 

Shalom to all: 
 
I trust that you’re all healthy, safe, and 
productive during the pandemic, which was 
inflicted upon us. Somewhere - and I’m still 
deliberating whether it is in my heart or in 
my mind – lays my belief that it will result in 
having a better world to live in. 
  
THE ENEMY IS IN OUR MIDST 
 
(Whose responsibility is it to eject that 
enemy from our midst? And then what 
do we do with those outcasts?) 
 
The “Enemy” I’m referring to are those 
violent individuals or groups who disturb, 
interrupt, destroy and foil society’s endless 
attempts to fulfill the Torah’s ideal target to 
ensure the uninterrupted existence of human 
life on earth: “They shall sit every [hu]man 
under his[her] vine and under his[her] fig 
tree; and none shall make them 
afraid.” (Micah 4:4), which in its American 
version reads in the United States 
Declaration of Independence: “Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness.”  
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In today’s terms it would mean sending those who 
violated society’s laws to prisons. 
 
And then what do we do with those violators in prisons? 
We educate them. In biblical terms the “confession” was a 
declaration, by the guilty individual, acknowledging 
his/her wrong doings.  Speak unto the children of Israel: 
When a man or woman shall commit any sin that men 
commit, to commit a trespass against the LORD, and that 
soul be guilty;    
 
then they shall confess their sin which they have done; 
and he shall make restitution for his guilt in full, and add 
unto it the fifth part thereof, and give it unto him in 
respect of whom he hath been guilty.   
 
Chapter 6 lines 24-27 ends the chapter with what we call 
today “the priestly blessing.” Since the priests were the 
ones who interpret the laws, in today’s terms it is the legal 
system which “blesses” those violators of the laws who 
“paid their debt to society,” and redeemed themselves 
through re-educating themselves in order to return to 
society (back into the camp) as productive and law 
abiding members of society.              
  
"May the Lord bless you and watch over you.          
   
May the Lord cause His countenance to shine upon you 
and favor you.         
 
May the Lord raise His countenance toward you and 
grant you peace.          
 
They shall bestow My Name upon the children of Israel, 
so that I will bless them.”        
 
I share my belief with all other citizens who believe that 
the recent demonstrations in memory of George Floyd 
were meant to be peaceful. It was yet, another attempt by 
people of all colors and backgrounds to seek racial 
equality in this nation.  
 
I would like to end by saying that not only our black 
brothers and sisters are discriminated against. Many 
individuals and ethnic groups are discriminated against 
for baseless accusations, beliefs, and pre conceived ideas 
about “the others,” forgetting that their families’ 
predecessors themselves were “the others” on this 
continent even before the U.S.A. became a country. 
  
With best wishes of health. 
 
Rabbi Dov Gottesfeld 
 



Vice President’s Column – Gary Epstein 

Dear Members of TBE, 
 
The Spring General Membership Meeting elections have been completed by mail. The slate was 
elected but there were two vacancies: President and Executive Secretary.  Oceana Heath 
volunteered to extend her Secretarial position on the Board through August after which she’ll leave 
to attend the university.  She was duly appointed.  As the elected vice-president, I will perform as 
acting president until I’m rescued by a brave volunteer who agrees to be the President and is either 
elected or appointed by the Board.  New faces on the new Board:  Steven Frucht (Membership) and 
David Goldstien (Social Action).  Old faces on the new Board: Ron Levy (Treasurer), Gary Epstein 
(vice-president), Suzanne Levy (past president), Oceana Heath (Acting Secretary), Anita Friedman 
(Religious Practices), Diane Borad-Mirken (Ways & Means), Amber Medina (Education), Ken Wolf 
&  Sid Goldstien (Buildings & Grounds). 
   
 Our Temple has been closed because of the Covid-19 pandemic.  We’re following the news on this 
epidemic’s development, fully aware that – as Dr. Anthony Fauci has said – it is basically the 
Corona virus that’s calling the shots.  So the Question is, “When will our Temple open up 
again?”  It’s too early to give an answer.  We do know that the Coronavirus is especially harsh on 
the elderly (age greater than 65) who are highly vulnerable to contracting it and more likely to die 
from it.   As a first step we’re gathering data on the age distribution of our membership.  Although 
the survey is not yet complete, we have found that of the 47 people surveyed, 83% are 65 or 
older.   This suggests that we need to pay attention to social distancing (six feet of separation), 
wearing of facemasks, and increasing the ventilation in our Sanctuary.   
   
 In the meantime, we are turning to new technology, specifically Zoom.  The last three Board 
meetings were done on Zoom.  On May 30th we held our first Torah discussion session on Zoom 
with Rabbi Gottesfeld being the “host” as well as conducting the discussion.   The attendance was 
quite a bit greater than before, possibly because people were not having to drive their cars.  This 
month there will be two more Torah study sessions on Zoom: June 13th and June 27th.   Also, we’ll 
have our first Shabbat service on Zoom:  Friday, June 26th, at 7:30 pm.   Sorry, but there’ll be no 
Oneg.   Joel David has been using Zoom for his adult Hebrew conversational course for many 
weeks already and Amber Medina has been using Facebook for the Etz Chayim children’s religious 
class.  Rabbi Gottesfeld put together a pamphlet that provides the blessings and prayers (in both 
Hebrew & English) that we will use on Shabbat and you should have already received your copy in 
the mail.   
   
 When we finally reopen the temple we will find a new carpet and newly painted walls as well as our 
three Torahs waiting to greet us.   
   
 -Gary Epstein, VP of TBE 

 



 Bulletin Briefs 

June Anniversaries 
 
18 Howard Stern 
21 Karen & Sid Goldstien 
23 Linda & David Goldstien 
27 Barbara & Michael Sachs 
 
June Birthdays 
 
1 Sarah Epstein 
5 Jeff Portney 
9 Gary Epstein 
14 Jodi Goldstien 
15 Linda Goldstien 
25 Ruby Basurto 
19 Nathaniel Okonina 
23 Myra Wapner 
 
Donations: 
 
A tree was planted in Israel in honor of Liese 
Spiegl’s 100 birthday by Kenneth Wolf 
In honor of the Passover Basket by Myra Wapner 
In memory of Ilene Kline by Boots and Seymour 
Hersh 
In memory of Ilene Kline by Sid and Karen 
Goldstien 
In honor of Boots Hersh birthday by Andi and Jeff 
Portney 
In appreciation of masks made by Suzanne Levy by 
Andi and Jeff Portney 
In appreciation of Ken Wolf and Sid Goldstein by 
Andi and Jeff Portney 
In memory of Mike Kaver from Miriam, Josh and 
Dan Meisler 
Diane Borad-Mirken 
Eric Berge 
Tanya Broberg 
Lewis and Nancy Rosenberg 
Mary and Paul Goldiner 
Tom Geiger 
Jeff and Andi Portney 
April Hardy 
Renee Coe 
Michael Sachs 
Elaine Stone 
Amber and Raul Medina 
Suzanne and Ron Levy 
Boots and Seymour Hersh 
Diane Diamond 
Gary and Marsha Epstein 
Gloria Ortiz 
Bobby Naimark 
Ed Cohen 
 

Brotherhood 
 
The Temple Beth El Brotherhood normally meets the first 
Sunday of the month. While the temple is closed due to the 
Corona virus, we will not meet there. However, we will meet 
virtually by using Zoom. I will still be sending out articles of 
interest to members of the group. Any responses will be 
emailed to the rest for comment or interest. So please let me 
know if you are interested in attending our Zoom meetings. 
We tried it out the other day, and lo and behold! it worked! 
 
Be well, 
 
Gary Epstein 
 
 
Sisterhood 
 
The Temple Beth El Sisterhood normally meets the second 
Tuesday of the month at the Jaffa Café in Santa Maria. We 
will not meet as long as social distancing is in effect. The Jaffa 
Café is still open for takeout. If you visit on the second 
Tuesday, June 9th, and write TBE at the top of your order 
form, the temple will still get 15% of your order as a donation. 
 
Hope we will meet again before long. 
 

Dear members and friends of Temple Beth El, 
 
This year has been difficult for everyone.  We are facing 
challenges as people and as a community that we never 
imagined we would have to face. As the chairperson in charge 
of fundraising for Temple Beth El, I felt the need to write this 
letter.  Our fundraising events that had been planned for this 
year sadly have been canceled.  We were only able to have one 
PCPA theater event.  Brighton Beach Memoirs was charming 
and funny. However, Sound of Music, Little Shop of Horrors, 
and Something Rotten were all canceled.  I personally 
thought this season at PCPA was the best ever, which is why I 
scheduled FOUR shows for the first time.   
 
In addition, we had Amaya Rose's 21st birthday concert 
scheduled for early April.  Amaya, the amazing 
fiddler/vocalist who has played with top names in country 
and bluegrass, was also set to play at our July 4th 
picnic.  That, too, has unfortunately, been canceled. 
 
These fundraising events help keep Temple Beth El 
afloat.  We will be losing between $2500-$3500 dollars 
because of these cancellations.  We welcome any donation 
you might make to help us end our year "in the 
black".  Checks to Temple Beth El should be sent to P.O. Box 
5217, Santa Maria, CA 93456 
 
Please stay healthy.  Know that as soon as possible, we will be 
gathering together again for concerts, picnics, and theater 
parties. 
 
Diane Borad-Mirken, Fundraising Chair 



Are you ordering a lot from Amazon these days? If so, 
there are two ways you can help the Temple to raise 
money. The first is to buy Amazon script from Mike 
Sachs. When you get the gift card (scrip), you can go 
into Amazon, enter the code on the back of the card, 
and Amazon will deduct from the card balance. The 
other way is to always use Smile.Amazon.com 
<http://Smile.Amazon.com> .  Amazon will donate 
directly to TBE. To do this, go into smile.amazon.com 
<http://smile.amazon.com> . Choose "Temple Beth El 
Santa Maria" as your charity. Then be sure to always 
order through Smile. The Temple really appreciates 
your support. 

TBE is now able to accept payments via 
Paypal on our website: tbesantamaria.com 
<http://tbesantamaria.com>  
 
When using this option, you may select 
"Dues" or "Donations". If you wish to pay 
for an event (such as the Chanukah party), 
please select "Donation" and be sure to add 
a description of what it is for in the 
optional comment area near the top of the 
payment screen on Paypal. If you have any 
questions about how to use Paypal, contact 
Suzanne Levy, slevy93455@gmail.com or 
805-934-0477. 
 

 

While the temple is being renovated (asbestos tile removed and new carpet laid) the 
Torahs reside comfortably in the Epstein’s guest room.  
 



 

Months of Mourning 
 

June Yarzheits 
 

6/2/20 Seymour Schwartz   Husband of Shari Schwartz 
6/3/20 Marcus Kellman 17 Sivan Cousin of Gary Epstein 
6/3/20 Elaine Gollub  11 Sivan Sister-in-law of Myra Wapner 
6/4/20 Betty J. Vincent Wolf* 27 Iyar Mother of Kenneth L. Wolf 
6/5/20 Douglas Edluend 2 Sivan Friend of Corinne Bernstein 
6/5/20 Betty Rosen Kalish   Mother of Mel Kalish 
6/6/20 Sally Gwen Hershfield   Wife of Syd Hershfield 
6/6/20 Harold Stern*    Husband of Clara Stern 
6/6/20 Pearl Judith Gardner* 14 Sivan Mother of Shep Bereskin 
6/7/20 Diana K. Bereskin* 15 Sivan Mother of Errin, Sari & Abby 
6/7/20 Ben Kaver*  15 Sivan Brother of Mike Kaver 
6/8/20 Selma Hersh  26 Sivan Sister-in-law of Seymour and Boots 
Hersh 
6/11/20 Michael Libonati 8 Sivan Nephew of Tom Geiger 
6/12/20 Jacob David  20 Sivan Father of Joel David 
6/15/20 Samuel Aaron Linet*    
6/17/20 Rose Meisler  14 Sivan Sister of Mike Kaver 
6/19/20 Nathan Borad    Father of Diane Borad-Mirken 
6/19/20 Jack Zicherman* 21 Sivan Father of Marsha Epstein 
6/20/20 Mark Epstein    Cousin of Gary Epstein 
6/20/20 Hank Schiff    Husband of Shirley Schiff 
6/21/20 Leo Wall*  29 Sivan Husband of Florence Wall 
6/23/20 Robert Koch    Father of Katherine Koch 
6/23/20 Martin Lassen* 1 Tammuz Father of Abby Lassen 
6/24/20 Evelyn Vincent Wasserman* 2 Tammuz Aunt of Kenneth L. Wolf 
6/26/20 Esther Epstein  23 Sivan Aunt of Kenneth L. Wolf 
6/29/20 Joe Krinsky*  5 Tammuz Husband of Lilyan 
6/30/20 Shirley Kaver*  8 Tammuz Wife of Mike Kaver 
 

Syd Hershfield    8/5/19 
Lil Klempfner Sister of Seymour Hersh 9/4/19 
Miriam Gaon Daughter of Bernice Gaon 10/9/19 
Emily Hoffman McGinn Historian of SLO Jewish community 12/12/19 
Joanna (Joey) Bilow Mother of Aaron Bilow 1/22/2020 
Ilene Klass Kline Mother of Linda and Karen Goldstien 4/15/2020 
 
 



Calendar for June: 

 
 

Monday, June 1: 
Tuesday June 2: TBE Board mtg on Zoom (7:00 pm) 
also:  Adult Hebrew conversation on Zoom (6:00 pm) 
Wednesday June 3: 
Thursday, June 4: 
Friday, June 5: 
Saturday June 6: TBE Brotherhood Seminar on Zoom (10:00 am) 
also:  Etz Cayim on Facebook 
Sunday June 7: 
Monday, June 8: 
Tuesday June 9:  Sisterhood’s Jaffa Café take-out 
also:  Adult Hebrew conversation on Zoom (6:00 pm) 
Wednesday June 10: 
Thursday, June 11: 
Friday, June 12: 
Saturday June 13: Torah Discussion on Zoom (10:00 am) 
also:  Etz Cayim on Facebook 
Sunday June 14: 
Monday, June 15: 
Tuesday June 16: Adult Hebrew conversation on Zoom (6:00 pm) 
Wednesday June 17: 
Thursday, June 18: 
Friday, June 19: 
Saturday June 20:  Etz Cayim on Facebook 
Sunday June 21: 
Monday, June 22: 
Tuesday June 23: Adult Hebrew conversation on Zoom (6:00 pm) 
Wednesday June 24: 
Thursday, June 25: 
Friday, June 26: Shabbat Service on Zoom  (7:30 pm) 
Saturday June 27: Torah Discussion on Zoom (10:00 am) 
also:  Etz Cayim on Facebook 
Sunday June 28: 
Monday, June 29: 
Tuesday June 30: Adult Hebrew conversation on Zoom (6:00 pm) 
 


