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March Schedule of Services: 
 
Rabbi Gottesfeld (March 6th) 
Purim potluck at 6 PM 
Josue Medrano (March 13th)  
Andi Portney (March 20th) 
Diane Borad-Mirken (March 27th) 
 
 

Rabbi’s Message – Dov Gottesfeld 

 
Dov Gottesfeld 

I also learned from my limited survey that most 
voters did not have a total positive viewpoint of any 
politician or candidate for any office. The overall 
impression was that they are all the same; their only 
concern was primarily more about themselves and 
their re-elections than the voters, not to mention the 
ill manners in which they treat those just like them 
from the other side of the aisle.  
 
So, still, what constitutes a true leader – the one 
candidate, who could get the support of the entire 
nation regardless of his or her political affiliation?   
The majority of the responses from those voters I 
spoke to were about what they didn’t like, than what 
they did like about one candidate or another. 
 
Realistically, nothing I had heard was new news to 
me. I’ve seen it, and I have heard it, and it is 
happening, and had happened not only in our 
country, but all over the world.  Why am I bringing it 
up this time? 
 
 
Continued on Page 2 

Educational Activities: 
 
Intermediate Conversational Hebrew  
(Tuesdays at 6 PM) 
 
Library is open at all congregation functions 
 
Etz Chaim Religious School (Saturdays at 10 AM) 

WHAT CONSTITUTES A TRUE LEADER? 
 
That question should be on the mind of every 
eligible voter no matter how old he or she is. 
Those who are mindful of that question, no 
doubt, spend extra hours reading the 
newspapers, magazines, or watching the 
various television news and news magazines to 
learn about each of the candidates.  Their flavor 
of the week, candidate changes, depending on 
new revelations about their candidate in the 
media – good or bad.   
 
My totally limited survey and unscientific poll 
shows that when those mindful voters, whom I 
expect to vote with their minds and not with 
their hearts, when reaching a point of no return 
in the voting booth – end up voting for their 
party’s candidate – instead for whom they 
believed was the right candidate. In other 
words, they end up making a decision just like 
those who are not mindful, and just vote for 
candidates from their own political party.  
Then, why bother being mindful of the election 
to begin with?  



Board of Directors 2019-2020 
President:  
Suzanne Levy, slevy93455@gmail.com> 
 
Vice President:  
Gary Epstein, gepstein@calpoly.edu 
 
Treasurer:  
Ron Levy, ralevy@juno.com  
 
Executive Secretary:  
Oceana Heath, oceanarhmd@gmail.com 
 
Past President:  
Michael Sachs, mjs1526@aol.com 
 
Committee chairs: 
 
Brotherhood:  
Michael LeCover 
 
Buildings & Grounds:  
Ken Wolf, kennethlwolf94720@gmail.com 
& Sid Goldstein 
 
Education:  
Amber Medina, amedinacasa@gmail.com. 
 
Membership:  
Alyshia Iles-Brunk, brunk3@live.com 
 
Religious Practices:  
Anita Friedman & Gary Epstein 
 
Sisterhood:  
Marsha Epstein, mepstein@calpoly.edu  
 
Ways & Means:  
Diane Borad-Mirken,  
diane.boradmirken@mail.com 
 
Sunshine Chair: 
Judith Klinger, judythecutie@comcast.net 
 
Social Action Chair: 
Open 
 
Additional Contacts: 
 
Rabbi: Dov Gottesfeld 
 
Bulletin Editor:  
Leslie Epstein, lesliechan31@yahoo.com  
 
Webmaster:  
Joel David, jandidavid@yahoo.com 
 

Continued from Page 1 
 
Because this week’s Torah portion is about just that – what 
constitutes a true leader?   
 
The name of the Torah portion is TERUMAH (Exodus 25-2).  
Most of the translations refer to Trumah as “offering”, but I 
favor those few who translate it “Contribution”, because of the 
implication of the story. Perhaps those candidates who would 
like to become leaders could learn a lesson or two about what 
constitutes a true leader. 
 
In Terumah, Moses needed to unify the 12 tribes of the 
Israelites and the non-Israelites, who had joined the exodus 
from Egypt, into one nation. He does it by creating a “national 
goal” to design, fabricate, construct, and erect a Tabernacle 
for God. That was in 1300 BCE.  In addition to the half a 
shekel, which every individual was required to pay, each 
individual, whose heart moved him about this national 
project was encouraged to donate needed items and/or 
volunteer to work on the project. This approach was so 
successful that Moses requested that the people stop donating 
more items. 
 
A similar example is the Haftorah portion of Terumah this 
week, I Kings  5:26- VI:13. In this portion, three hundred 
years later, King Solomon follows Moses’ example and unifies 
the nation with the same idea, to build the first temple in 
Jerusalem in 1000 BCE.   
 
I subscribe to the idea that in order to establish a unified 
country, a would-be true leader should not make vague 
promises that might not materialize, but elicit the citizens and 
the residents of this great country to become united by 
creating a national project, which would light up the 
imagination of every individual, and require the ingenuity 
and skill of everyone in order to bring it to fruition, and from 
which future generations of Americans would benefit. 
That one would be elected to become a true leader. 
 

Rabbi Dov Gottesfeld 
 

Jaffa Café Fundraiser 
 
Whether you dine in or take out, Jaffa Café in Santa 
Maria will donate 15% for all food purchased ALL DAY and 
EVENING, 10:30am and 8pm, on the 2nd Tuesday 
of every month. All you have to do is write "TBE" on your 
menu form. Jaffa Cafe will save all of TBE's receipts and 
donate 15% to TBE.  
 
Jaffa prepares delicious homemade and healthy 
Mediterranean food - falafel, shawarma, gyros, baba 
ganoush, hummos, pita, tabbouleh, lentil soup, a variety of 
salads and vegetarian selections, baklava and more! You 
can see their entire menu on their website - 
www.jaffacafe.us  
 
Bring your family and friends to Jaffa Cafe on Tuesday, 
March 10th AND every 2nd Tuesday each month! 
 
Remember to write TBE your menu order form! 



President’s Column – Suzanne Levy 

Suzanne Levy 

 

How do you know if you are healthy? Is it by the amount of 
medicine you take, the number of doctor’s visits you have 
had, the way you feel? How do you know our Temple is 
healthy? I have talked to many people who are surprised that 
we only have about 45 households as members. Yet that 
number has been consistent for many, many years. We have 
just signed a contract with Rabbi Gottesfeld for a 4th year, we 
are maintaining our wonderful building, and we still manage 
to have people interested in serving on our board. To me 
those are all signs of robust health. Of course, we could be 
better. More money and more volunteers are always a good 
thing; however any way you can support us will make us 
healthier. Attend our Jaffe Café fundraiser (and Sisterhood 
meeting with men welcome) the second Tuesday of each 
month, let others know about us, give what you can and, of 
course, be positive. After all, we are in good shape. 
 
Suzanne Levy 

 

 The Purim Spiel performance on March 6th, 2020. 



 Bulletin Briefs 

March Anniversaries 
 
3 Esther Kalish 
20 Renee & Steven Frucht 
26 Lori & Bill Sutton 
 
March Birthdays 
 
9 Gloria Aguilar 
15 Ilana David 
15 Judith Klinger 
22 Renee Frucht 
27 Izbeth Basurto 
28 Manning Semiatin 
29 Alyshia Brunk 
 
Donations 
 
Judith Klinger 
Jaffe Cafe 
In memory of Joey Bilow,  from Suzanne & Ron 
Levy 
A tree was planted in Israel in memory of Lobe 
Elia-Reziah by the Wolf Family 
 

Brotherhood 
 
Our March meeting was held on Sunday, March 1st.  We 
enjoyed our usual fabulous breakfast of lox and bagels, eggs, 
juice, muffins and coffee, followed by a group discussion, 
which focused primarily on current events, especially 
involving Israel.  On March 31st, the Brotherhood will be 
preparing to send out the Yom HaShoah candles at 5:30 pm 
 
Michael LeCover  
 
 
Sisterhood 
  
The Sisterhood will meet on Tuesday, March 10th, 6:00 pm, at 
the Jaffa Café on South Broadway. We benefit from a great 
meal, and on that day the restaurant gives the temple 15% of 
money spent. We just have to be sure to write TBE on the 
order form. The food is always good, the prices moderate, and 
the atmosphere casual where reservations are not necessary 
and drop-ins are encouraged. 
 
Sisterhood dues of $25 are payable at this time. Sisterhood 
provides the flowers for the bimah on the High Holidays. We 
maintain the gift shop and make donations to the temple. 
Your support is appreciated. 
 
Marsha Epstein 

Exciting Fundraising Events coming to Temple 
Beth El 
  
Please mark your calendars and SAVE THE DATES for the 
following great events. PCPA has a really good season this year 
and the Temple will be selling tickets for FOUR shows.  Our 
price is the same price you would pay at the PCPA box office. 
First, on Sunday afternoon May 3 is the "Sound of Music", a 
wonderful musical for the whole family.  Then the hilarious 
"Little Shop of Horrors" comes to PCPA and we will be selling 
tickets for Sunday, June 28. Last is a musical not to be missed 
named "Something Rotten". It is a really funny play that takes 
place in Shakespeare's time.  This play we will be seeing on 
Sunday, July 26.  I have heard some of the music and it is SO 
funny! All of these will be in the Marian Theater right here in 
Santa Maria.  
  
Our first concert this year will be on Sunday, November 17th at 
3 PM.  Barbara Wilson will be returning to Temple Beth El to 
put on another great show.  She will be starting with "swing era 
Big Band music" and she will throw in some country and old 
standards.  The second half will be audience participation and 
sing alongs.  She is a great entertainer, having performed on 
Celebrity Cruise ships, Las Vegas venues, Country clubs 
etc.  One of our members, Mike Kaver, said "She is the best 
entertainment you've ever brought to the temple!" If Mike said 
it, it MUST be true. I will be selling tickets for these fun 
activities as the dates get closer.  
 
Diane Borad-Mirken, Fundraising Chair  

SCRIP:  something that is not currency but 
that can be used in the same way as money.  
 
Help support your Temple by purchasing scrip as 
gifts.  A percentage of all scrip sold goes back to the 
Temple (the amount varies with the retailer).   It’s a 
great “no cost” way to help our finances.  Contact 
Michael Sachs at  
928-2442 or email him at mjs1526@aol.com for 
further information.  For a list of all the 
participating retailers, go to 
www.shopwithscrip.com 
<http://www.shopwithscrip.com> . 
 
-Michael Sachs 

Sisterhood Dinner is more than just a 
chance to eat and schmooze. 
 
The temple needs funds. The 2nd Tuesday of the 
month Jaffa Night is an easy way for the temple to 
get a little extra help. It is not just a Sisterhood 
dinner. It is an opportunity for all temple members 
and the community at large to socialize, enjoy a 
meal and HELP THE TEMPLE. 
 
We get back 15% of all money spent that day as long 
as the order form has TBE at the top. An easy and 
delicious way to fundraise. 
 
We want everyone to know this is an opportunity to 
easily help the temple raise funds. Everyone is 
invited to participate. 



JCC Celebration 
Sunday March 29th 5:00pm - 8:00pm 

SLO Botanical Garden (El Chorro Regional Park), 3450 Dairy Creek Rd, San Luis Obispo, CA 
93405 
 
Please join us for an evening of celebrating the JCC-Federation of San Luis Obispo, 
including honoring our long-time Executive Director, Lauren Bandari, for her 10 years 
of service to our community. You won't want to miss it! Buy your tickets and make a 
tribute in Lauren's honor today! 
Tickets are $54.00 per person. The price includes dinner, dessert, wine and soft 
drinks. There will be a raffle, a silent auction and a live auction as well as celebrating 
the JCC and Lauren. 
 
Visit www.jccslo.com/celebrating jcc or https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jcc-celebration-
tickets-95949935841 today to buy your tickets and make a tribute to Lauren! 
 
 

 



 



 

Months of Mourning 
 

March Yarzheits 
 

3/1/20 Sadie Gollub  5 Adar Aunt of Myra Wapner  
3/1/20 L. Walter Herscovitz 5 Adar Father of Lyn Meltzer and Em Wiessenberg  
3/2/20 Paul Appel*  7 Adar Father of Susan Appel Dempsey 
3/2/20 Mary Ann Canter   Cousin of Gary Epstein  
3/2/20 Lou Meyer*    Husband of Tibbie Meyer  
3/2/20 Edith Zuckerman Cohen* 6 Adar Mother of Anne Berkowitz  
3/4/20 Fannie Simon*    Mother of Nancy Evans  
3/6/20 Bertha Berkowitz 22 Adar Aunt of Gary Epstein  
3/7/20 George Hersh  9 Adar Brother of Seymour Hersh  
3/7/20 Al J. Levinson*    Husband of Betty Levinson  
3/7/20 Meyer Meltzer    Grandfather of Lori Meltzer-Sutton  
3/7/20 Ruth Friedman  11 Adar Mother of Arnold Stone  
3/8/20 Trudy Chern*  12 Adar Sister of Dan Davis  
3/9/20 Harry Kaplan  28 Adar Past president and founding member of TBE 
3/9/20 Betty Stein*  13 Adar Mother of Michael Sachs  
3/9/20 Irving Struminger 13 Adar Father of Corinne Bernstein  
3/10/20 Judy Eschen*    Mother of Donna Eschen 
3/12/20 Ben Bycher*    Husband of Evie  
3/13/20 Al Perlman*  17 Adar Husband of Rosalind Perlman  
3/14/20 Ray Isenson   Friend of Tom Geiger  
3/14/20 Stanley Ratner  28 Adar I Cousin of Marsha Epstein  
3/14/20 Leah Akronowitz 18 Adar Aunt of Len Akronowitz  
3/15/20 Tibbie Meyer  19 Adar Mother of Barry & Richard, Sister of Harry 

Kaplan  
3/15/20 Steven Stone*  19 Adar Son of Rita and Arnold Stone  
3/16/20 Chaya (Belle Black) Rifkin 4 Nisan Great Aunt of Eric Berge  
3/16/20 Elizabeth Friedman 20 Adar Aunt of Arnold Stone  
3/18/20 Rae Krivonos    Aunt of Corinne Bernstein  
3/18/20 Sion Nasser Nourani* 22 Adar Brother of Dan Nourani*  
3/21/20 Bud Schenck*    Husband of Niki Eschen  
3/22/20 Gertrude Jackaway* 26 Adar Mother of Lorraine Pregozen  
3/22/20 Sandy Zuckerbraun 16 Adar II Father of Alan, Grandfather of Sarah & Hannah 
3/25/20 Cecilia Geiger  29 Adar Grandmother of Tom Geiger  
3/26/20 Alvin Lewis  1 Nisan Father of Steve Lewis  
3/26/20 Moshe Karim Nourani* 1 Nisan Brother of Dan Nourani*  
3/29/20 Joe Davis*     
3/29/20 Irving Schwartz* 4 Nisan Father of Stephen Schwartz  
3/30/20 Karl Geiger  5 Nisan Father of Tom Geiger  
3/31/20 Art Tunick*  27 Adar Husband of Marcia Tunick 
 

Mel Bilow  Father of Aaron Bilow 5/23/19 
Mike Kaver Husband of Anne Kaver 5/28/19 
Syd Hershfield    8/5/19 
Lil Klempfner Sister of Seymour Hersh 9/4/19 
Miriam Gaon Daughter of Bernice Gaon 10/9/19 
Emily Hoffman McGinn Historian of SLO Jewish community 12/12/19 
Joanna (Joey) Bilow Mother of Aaron Bilow 1/22/2020 
 



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
1 
Brotherhood	
Breakfast		
(8:30	AM) 

2 3 
Adult	
Conversational	
Hebrew	class	with	
Joel	David	(6	PM)	
	

4 
Feed	the	Homeless	
(5:30	PM) 

5 6 
Rabbi	Gottesfeld			
leads	Shabbat	&	
Purim	service	
(7:30	PM)	
Potluck	at	6	PM 

7 
Rabbi	Gottesfeld	
leads	Torah	
discussion	group	
(10	AM)	
Etz	Chayim	school	
10	AM  

8 
 

9 10 
Adult	
Conversational	
Hebrew	class	with	
Joel	David	(6	PM)	
	
Monthly	TBE	
Fundraiser	&	
Sisterhood	Dinner	
Meeting	(6	PM)	

11 
TBE	Board	Meeting	
(7	PM) 

12 13 
Josue	Medrano	
leads	Shabbat	
service	(7:30	PM)	
 

14 
Etz	Chayim	school	
10	AM	
Yuval	Ron	Ensemble	
at	CBD	6:00	pm	
	

15 16 17 
Adult	
Conversational	
Hebrew	class	with	
Joel	David	(6	PM) 

18 19 20 
Andi	Portney			
leads	Shabbat	
service	(7:30	PM)	
 

21 
	
 

22 
	

23 24 
Adult	
Conversational	
Hebrew	class	with	
Joel	David	(6	PM) 

25 26 27 
Diane	Borad-
Mirken	leads	
Shabbat	service	
(7:30	PM)	
 

28 

29 
Temple	Clean-up	
day  
 
Celebrating JCC 
SLO Botanical 
Garden  5:00 pm	

30 31 
Yom HaShoah 
candle mailing 
party by TBE 
Brotherhood  
5:30 pm 

    

MARCH 


