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August Schedule of Services: 
 
Rabbi Gottesfeld (August 2nd) 
Diane Borad-Mirken (August 9th) 
Anita Friedman (August 16th) 
Rabbi Gottesfeld (August 23rd) 
Lori Meltzer-Sutton (August 30th) 

Rabbi’s Message – Dov Gottesfeld 

 
Dov Gottesfeld 

encamping.  They plead to Moses not to make them 
enter the Promised Land. 
 
Moses’ immediate response convinces me that the 
following thought popped in his mind just before he 
gave them his answer: (Of course I modernize it) “Are 
they kidding me? I freed their parents from Egypt to 
take them to the Promised Land, and now when the 
time has come to go in and retake their ancestors’ 
land, they don’t feel obligated to be a part of it?  Don’t 
they realize that if their brethren fail to win the war, 
there will be no Jewish country and they will end up 
being slaves, just like their parents were in Egypt? 
What a….! “ Before saying something he might regret, 
he said to the descendants of Reuven and Gad: “Shall 
your brothers go to war while you stay here?”   
 
I don’t think that those who spoke for the tribes of 
Reuven and Gad really grasped the significance and 
the implications of what Moses was telling them.  
That’s why he needed to spell it out for them: “Why 
do you discourage the children of Israel from crossing 
over to the land which the Lord has given them?” 
 
Continued on Page 2 

Educational Activities: 
 
Intermediate Conversational Hebrew  
(Tuesdays at 6 PM) 
 
Library is open at all congregation functions 
 
Etz Chaim Religious School (Saturdays at 10 AM) 

I’M STILL HERE AND I’M STILL 
SAYING IT AGAIN 

 
Or as I originally wanted to name the heading 

 
“WHAT’S GOOD FOR THE GOOSE IS 

GOOD FOR THE GANDER” 
 
I wanted to make it a point, that if it was 
GOOD for Moses to render that specific 
judgment (which I am about to address) in 
the Sinai desert in 1200 BCE, then it’s good 
enough for me (as a rabbi) to render a similar 
judgment under equivalent circumstances. 
 
In the Torah portion of Matot-Masa’ei – 
which is at the end of the Book of Numbers – 
the tribes of Re’uven and Gad approach 
Moses and make an odd request.  They would 
rather remain, and settle down outside the 
borders of the Promised Land – which all the 
tribes were getting ready to enter and engage 
in battles to conquer it. The two tribes’ 
motive was the vast and lush grazing fields 
for their enormous herds where they were  
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In order to really drive it home, Moses made it even more 
personal by adding: “That’s what your fathers did when I 
sent them from Kadesh Barnea to explore the land… that’s 
why everyone had to wander forty years in the desert, until 
all that generation died.”  And then he warned them that a 
failure to retake the Promised Land would destroy the 
entire people. 
 
That direct approach worked. The two tribes responded 
shortly thereafter: “We will arm ourselves quickly and go 
before the Children of Israel until we have brought them to 
their place. […] We shall not return to our homes until each 
of us, Children of Israel, has taken possession of our 
inheritance.”  And they did their part. 
 
A footnote: About 400 years later, and what just happened 
from the time of Joseph’s death and the enslavement of the 
Jews in Egypt, the same happened to the tribes of Reuven 
and Gad. By 900 B.C.E. the territory of Reuven and Gad 
was captured by the Moabite kingdom. There isn’t concrete 
evidence as to what happened to the Children of Israel who 
lived there. 
 
Sounds familiar – speaking of European Jews throughout 
the century after the destruction of the second temple in 70 
A.D.? 
 
Oh, Yes! For those of you who never read what transpired 
following the saga with the tribes of Reuven and Gad, and 
before the children of Israel crossed into the Land of 
Canaan – Moses sums up the entire history of the exodus 
from Egypt, and reminds everyone about some important 
laws to follow.  
 
In other words… re-education and reminding people as to 
“who we are, and what God expects us to do” (as Jews) – in 
the words of Tuvia the milkman from Fiddler on the Roof. 
 
Continued on Page 4 
 

Jaffa Café Fundraiser 
 
Whether you dine in or take out, Jaffa Café in Santa 
Maria will donate 15% for all food purchased ALL DAY and 
EVENING, 10:30am and 8pm, on the 2nd Tuesday 
of every month. All you have to do is write "TBE" on your 
menu form. Jaffa Cafe will save all of TBE's receipts and 
donate 15% to TBE.  
 
Jaffa prepares delicious homemade and healthy 
Mediterranean food - falafel, shawarma, gyros, baba 
ganoush, hummos, pita, tabbouleh, lentil soup, a variety of 
salads and vegetarian selections, baklava and more! You 
can see their entire menu on their website - 
www.jaffacafe.us  
 
Bring your family and friends to Jaffa Cafe on Tuesday, 
August 13th AND every 2nd Tuesday each month! 
 
Remember to write TBE your menu order form! 



President’s Column – Suzanne Levy 

Suzanne Levy 

 

How lucky we are to have someone like Diane Borad-Mirken to organize 
such wonderful events for us at TBE. I am talking about the July 4 
celebration that we have every year. Diane was able to once again have 
fiddler Amaya Rose, and her band featuring TBE’s Julio Bosenberry 
perform for us. We were also fortunate to have Ed Cohen, with the 
assistance of Seymour Hersh and Ron Levy, bbq for us. In fact, Ron and I 
arrived at 10 am so Ron could help Ed bbq and we found out that he had 
already finished it! We also had many helpers set up, collect money, and 
clean up. You know who you are. Thank you. What I love about our 
congregation is that we are small enough that we know we can all rely on 
each other to help out as needed.  
 
Many of you have ideas of activities you would like to see at TBE. We 
would love to hear about your ideas.  What we want to hear even more is 
that you are willing to organize or help us out with them. We all have 
more fun when we get involved.  
 
Speaking of getting involved, members will soon be receiving an 
invitation to participate in our High Holiday services. This can be as 
simple as opening and closing the ark, to reading the Haftorah. You may 
have been hesitant to respond in the past because the same people do it 
every year. Well, the same people do it every year when no one else 
volunteers! Please look for the letter and tell us when and how you can 
participate to make your High Holiday experience more personal. 
 
Finally, we are planning on hosting some Adult Education classes this 
year. So far the topics include Beginning Hebrew, Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
practices, Funeral practices, and Making Knishes. If there is a class you 
want us to have or one you would be willing to teach, please let us know. 
 
Almost Happy New Year!  
 
Suzanne 
 

TBE Fundraisers 
 
Here are 4 ways you can support Temple Beth El simply by shopping or eating! 
 
1. Jaffa Café in Santa Maria is donating 15% for all food purchased all day and evening, 10:30am to 8pm, on the 2nd Tuesday of 
every month. You can dine in or take out. Either way, TBE benefits! 
All you have to do is write "TBE" on your menu form. Jaffa Cafe will save all of TBE's receipts and donate 15% to TBE. 
 
2. Buy Scrip (gift cards) from Mike Sachs to be used in local businesses and restaurants. The Temple receives up to 5% from 
these gift cards. 
 
3. If you shop on Amazon, sign up to support Temple Beth El Santa Maria at smile.amazon.com (under Accounts & Lists go to 
Your AmazonSmile). The Temple gets ½% of every dollar you spend. Double dip and use Amazon Scrip as well! 
 
4. Purchase a Tree in Israel in memory or honor of a loved one. 
Trees are $18.00. Temple Beth El makes money from each tree purchased. Contact Suzanne Levy to buy a tree or for more 
information. 



 Bulletin Briefs 

August Birthdays 
 
1 Bill Sutton 
4 Lori Meltzer-Sutton 
5 Michael Sales 
8 Bill Mirken 
10 Marjorie Schwartz 
12 Dove Okonina 
13 Michael Sachs 
15 Krystina Brunk 
21 Liz Basurto 
22 Adina Sales 
29 Mindy Downum 
29 Sofia Gelpi 
 
Donations 
 
From Lori Sutton in memory of Mike 
Kaver 
From Lori Sutton in memory of Mel Bilow 
From Diane Board-Mirken 
From Beth and David Meltzer 

Brotherhood 
 
Our August meeting was held on Sunday August 4th. We 
enjoyed our usual fabulous breakfast of lox and bagels, 
eggs, juice, muffins and coffee, which was followed by a 
group discussion. In case you missed this month’s 
meeting, I hope you will join us the second Sunday in 
September, which happens to be September 8. Enjoy 
breakfast and another great discussion, which will focus 
primarily on current events, especially involving Israel. 
We look forward to having you join us. All Jewish men 
(and women) are invited to attend. 
 
Michael LeCover  
 
Sisterhood 
 
This month’s meeting will take place on Tuesday, 
August 13th, 6:00 pm, at the Jaffa Café on South 
Broadway. Now that this favorite restaurant also 
supports our temple we meet here regularly on the 
second Tuesday of the month. We benefit twice: we 
have a great meal, and on that day the restaurant gives 
the temple 15% of money spent. We just have to be sure 
to write TBE on the order form. The food is always 
good, the prices moderate, and the atmosphere casual 
where reservations are not necessary and drop-ins are 
encouraged. Bring your friends. See you there. 
 
Marsha Epstein 

Welcome New Members 
 
The Aguilar Family: 
 Guillermo & Maria, Gloria and 
Rosalba (Rosie) 
 Guillermo & Maria have a great 
Mexican restaurant and bakery. 1115 W. Main 
St. (Corner Blosser). 
 
The Basurto Family: 
 Joel & Hermelinda and their 
family. Their children are active in our 
religious school.  
 
Steven & Renee Frucht: 
 The Fruchts come to us all the way 
from New York! Welcome! 
 
Sofia Ramirez Gelpi & Sarah: 
 Sofia is Dean of Academic Affairs at 
Hancock College. She speaks Ladino. 
 
Anne Kaver: 
 Anne and Mike have long been a 
rock for our congregation. We invited Anne to 
become an honorary member of Temple Beth 
El and she accepted. Welcome, Anne! 

Continued from Page 2 
 
So, Yes! here I go again!  
 
Just like the members of the tribes of Reuven and Menashe 
who preferred to dwell outside the Promised Land, we Jews 
decided to dwell someplace else all over the world.  
 
At times, I’m convinced that Anti-Semitism is a Higher-
Power will to remind us Jews (in a harsh and inhumane 
way) all over the world ,who we are and what our function 
is in this world among the family of Men and Women.  
 
And to use it in a biblical expression: “To be a Light to the 
Nations” – in all aspects of life.  And I interpret it as 
Existential Life.  In a nut shell it means to me: One has to 
acknowledge his human existence on earth, and to validate 
that human life is precious, and that it must prevail on 
earth for the benefit of all humans. In order to sustain it 
successfully, an existentialist human must help and teach 
other humans to rise to that level – not to annihilate them.  
Also, all humans need to work with nature and the 
environment, and keep it in check in order to ensure a 
flawless continuation of healthy nourishments for 
everything alive on the planet. 
Continued on Page 5 



PREPARE (by Frank Young) 
 
Your most important weapon in the face of an active shooter is your prepared mind.  Awareness is the first step.  Awareness 
of the threat is knowing that there really are people out there who want to do us harm.  While it is unlikely they will strike 
Temple Beth El in Santa Maria, the danger is none-the-less real. 
 
Think about what you might do if there were an attack.  Practice "situational awareness" wherever you go.  Be aware of 
your environment. Pay attention to what's going on around you.  Look for things that seem odd or out of place, or that could 
be dangerous. Take note of the exits in any facility you might enter.  Have an escape plan in mind.  
 
The current idea of what to do is known as Run, Hide, Fight.  However, this is not meant to be a sequential procedure where 
you run if possible, if that’s not possible, hide, and if neither one is possible, you fight.  These are three different actions. For 
instance, you could run away, but instead decide to fight.  Or if you have a good hiding place, do that first. 
 
If you choose to run, run like hell. It’s hard to hit a moving target.  You need to create as much distance as possible between 
you and the shooter.  This is where your escape planning comes in handy. 
 
Hide with the idea that you will eventually need to move.  Know the difference between cover and concealment.  Concealment 
is placing a visual barrier between yourself and the threat, like a curtain or a desk.  Cover is something that can stop/slow a 
bullet, like a car or brick wall. 
 
If you choose to fight, attack with anything.  Act with physical aggression and throw items, a vase, a chair or a book, anything 
to distract and make it possible to neutralize the shooter.  Attempt to incapacitate the shooter. 
 
When the police arrive:  
• Remain calm and follow instructions • Put down any items in your hands (i.e., bags, jackets) • Raise hands and spread 
fingers • Keep hands visible at all times • Avoid quick movements toward officers such as holding on to them for safety  
• Avoid pointing, screaming or yelling • Do not stop to ask officers for help or direction when evacuating. 
 
Remember that you are the first responder, till the police show up.  And when confronted with violence, violence should not 
be the last resort. 
 
The above text is the result of a presentation by the Santa Maria Police Department and my online research from police web 
sites.  This article is intended to summarize the subject and to contribute to a discussion about temple security. 

Continued from Page 4 
 
The Old Testament declares:  “I have set before you this day life and good, and death and bad.” (Deuteronomy 30:15).  I interpret it 
(in consideration of the rest of the text around that phrase) that if we follow the laws of Existential Life, (as I described in a nut 
shell) humanity will survive. Otherwise it will bring, eventually , disaster for humans and nature. 
 
That is why, in my opinion Jews (perhaps also inherently) chose professions that had to do with the advancement of humanity – in 
all aspects of life. Therefore they became very noticeable, and therefore targets. Then there are those who choose “death and bad”, 
who get up in the morning with the goal of destruction in mind. They really don’t know a single fact about Judaism or what Jews 
stand for. They believe “Fake News” and hearsay, on which they unleash their self-hatred and unhappiness with what they are. 
 
I cannot speak for all “death and bad”-choosers”, but it would be hard to accept that they’re all bad humans.  Perhaps they were 
unfortunate, and given the circumstances ill-fated to see the “life and good.” 
 
My experience working with inmates provided me with an insight that helps me make behavioral analysis for the purpose of finding 
solutions which will reduce anti-Semitism, and for that matter any type of human hatred based on skin-color, religion, sex and 
ethnicity. 
 
In a single word, it is EDUCATION. 
In order to be able to become those “Educators,” we must educate ourselves, collect facts about the Jewish accomplishments, not as 
a “takeover,” but as a people who strive to do good in the world and integrate into different societies as full-fledged, and abiding 
citizens of their countries, and who strive to make human life better wherever they may be. They need to promote Israel as a nation 
which helps other nations of the world excel and thrive by giving TRUE examples and ACCURATE facts.  
 
ALL JEWS MUST DO THEIR HOMEWORK and follows Moses’ approach which was: 
(I’m paraphrasing again) “If we (Jews) will accept that we’re all in it together, we will be able to make that choice between “Life and 
the Good, or Death and the Bad.”  Otherwise, others will make those choices for us.  
 
Rabbi Dov Gottesfeld 
 



 

 

Months of Mourning 
 

August Yarzheits 
 

8/1/19 Althea Kleckner* 29 Tammuz Mother of Barbara Sachs and Jack Kleckner 
8/1/19 David Pallay*   Father of Marian Wise 
8/5/19 Dana Schor   Friend of Tom Geiger & Mike Sachs 
8/6/19 Betsy Goodman* 16 Av Daughter of Hinda Beaman 
8/6/19 Maurice J. Bernstein* 5 Av Husband of Corinne Bernstein 
8/7/19 Charles Wagner*   Husband of Lee Wagner 
8/10/19 Ester Greenberg*   Mother of Maurice Greenberg 
8/10/19 Vicki Irgang 9 Av Cousin of  Len Akronowitz 
8/13/19 Arnold Katzenstein*   Father of Dorothy Tuman 
8/13/19 Joseph Epstein 12 Av Friend of Tom Geiger 
8/14/19 Harry Tuman*   Father of Max Tuman 
8/15/19 John Reese 15 Av Father of Johanna Reese 
8/18/19 Elyce Kaplan 18 Av Daughter of Mike & Anne Kaver 
8/19/19 Bertha Baum Wolf* 18 Av Grandmother of Kenneth L. Wolf 
8/21/19 Leon Kessler 20 Av Cousin of Len Akronowitz 
8/25/19 Shirley Berens   Friend of Gary & Marsha Epstein 
8/25/19 Solomon Sussman*    
8/25/19 Abraham Wapner 24 Av Father of Irwin Wapner 
8/26/19 Dorothy Greenberg 9 Elul Cousin of Stan Eschen 
8/26/19 Alvin Minzenberg* 1 Elul Husband of Jean, Father of Mike and Eric 
8/26/19 Ivy Sheryl Pregozen*   Daughter of Herb and Lorraine Pregozen 
8/28/19 Mollie Saltzberg 3 Elul Sister-in-law of Corinne Bernstein 
8/28/19 Stanley Stone 27 Av Brother of Arnold Stone 
8/31/19 May Akronowitz 30 Av Mother of Len Akronowitz 
8/31/19 Kevin Matthew Schrager* 30 Av Son of Dr. Michael and Georgia Schrager 
8/31/19 Ruth Zuckerbraun 30 AV Mother of Alan, Grandmother of 
    Sarah & Hannah 

Thelma Cary Friend of Marsha & Gary Epstein 9/2/18 
Melissa Marshall Sister of Frank Young 10/5/18 
Jack Greenberg Former member of Temple Beth El 11/4/18 
Rita Portney Mother of Jeff Portney 12/6/18 
Sophie Fishman Friend of Marsha & Gary Epstein 12/6/18 
Elfie Morgan Grandmother of Nakiah Burnes 12/28/18 
Michael Gerber Relative of Diane Borad-Mirken 2-15-19 
Mel Bilow  Father of Aaron Bilow 5/23/19 
Mike Kaver Husband of Anne Kaver 5/28/19 
 



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
	  	  1 2 

Rabbi	Gottesfeld	
leads	Shabbat	
services		
(7:30	PM)		
Potluck at 6 PM 

3 
Rabbi	Gottesfeld	
leads	Torah	
Discussion	(10	AM) 
	
Etz	Chayim	school	
10	AM	
	

4 
Brotherhood	
Breakfast		
(8:30	AM)	
 

5 6 
Adult	
Conversational	
Hebrew	class	with	
Joel	David	(6	PM)	
	
TBE	Board	
Meeting	(7	PM)	
	

7 8 9 
Diane	Borad-
Mirken	leads	
Shabbat	service	
(7:30	PM) 

10 
Etz	Chayim	school	
10	AM 

11 
 

12 13 
Adult	
Conversational	
Hebrew	class	with	
Joel	David	(6	PM)	
	
Sisterhood	Dinner		
(6	PM)		Jaffa	Cafe	
	

14 15 16 
Anita	Friedman	
leads	Shabbat	
service	(7:30	PM) 

17 
Etz	Chayim	school	
10	AM 

18 19 20 
Adult	
Conversational	
Hebrew	class	with	
Joel	David	(6	PM) 

21 22 23 
Rabbi	Gottesfeld	
leads	Shabbat	
service	(7:30	PM)	
Potluck at 6 PM 

24 
Rabbi	Gottesfeld	
leads	Torah	
Discussion	(10	AM) 
		
Etz	Chayim	school	
10	AM 

25 26 27 
Adult	
Conversational	
Hebrew	class	with	
Joel	David	(6	PM) 

28 29 30 
Lori	Meltzer-
Sutton	leads	
Shabbat	service	
(7:30	PM) 

31 

AUGUST 


